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Dear Colleagues, 
 
The KMTA State Conference in June seemed 
to be truly inspired.   The presenters prepared 
their sessions without talking to each other in 
advance, and yet, each session seemed to 
build upon the last.  The conference was also 
inspiring.  Attendees received practical 
information and also encouragement; 
witnessing such creativity in other teachers 
can be very motivating!  As 
always, the conference gave 
us an opportunity to reconnect 
with teachers from around the 
state, swapping stories and 
sharing experiences with 
others who are equally 
passionate about the arts. 
 
The meeting of the KMTA 
Board was incredible.  In spite 
of some of the negative 
changes in our state, both in 
the general economy and in 
state support of the arts, the board spent much 
of our time working on solutions which will 
enable us to move forward and continue to 
offer outstanding educational experiences to 
our students.  Perhaps the biggest change is in 
this publication, which we will no longer 
distribute by mail.  The KMTA Update will 
be emailed to each teacher at the email 
address you used when renewing your MTNA 
dues.  If you change your email address, you 

will need to notify us, so you can continue to 
receive all the information this Update 
provides.  Those who do not have email 
addresses or who submit a request may still 
receive the Update by mail. 
 
You may want to begin saving your money 
now, because the 2012 MTNA National 
Conference will be held in New York March 
24-28.  Several Kansas teachers are planning 

to attend, so our state will be 
well represented in the Big 
Apple. 
 
I am so very proud to be a 
member of KMTA and to have 
had the opportunity to serve as 
your president.  My term 
expired at the end of the state 
conference, and Sally Buxton is 
now president.  If you didn’t 
know, Sally has worked very 
hard behind the scenes to finish 
the corrections to the Music 

Progressions exams.  With Sally as president, 
and with a board filled with talented and 
dedicated teachers, the future of our 
organization is bright. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve you as 
president of this fine music teacher 
association. 
 
Nancy Blockcolsky 

 

��  
 

Next Board Meeting: September 24th at 12n at All-Saints Orthodox 
Christian Church in Salina, KS. 

 
 
 



4  www.ksmta.org 



www.ksmta.org  5 

KMTA Mission Statement 
 

Kansas Music Teachers Association is dedicated to helping each student experience the joy of 
music. Through its educational programs and activities, this organization will empower its members 
– teachers with high professional standards – to foster in students a lifelong commitment to music 
as patrons, performers, teachers and hobbyists. KMTA will also work in partnership with 
communities across Kansas to ensure that music is an ongoing, vital part of the cultural life. 
 
KMTA PUBLICATIONS 
 
Music Progressions Resource - $10 
Music Progressions Curriculum - $10 
   Also available online at ksmta.org 
 
Free publications to members 
Power of One Brochures (1997) 
Membership Brochure (1994) 
Membership Directory 
KMTA Update (Winter and Summer) 

The KMTA Update is 
published by the Kansas 
Music Teachers Association. 
For information about 
membership and 
publications, please contact: 
 

Pat Ziegelmeier 
Executive Secretary 
2154 County Road 27 
Colby, Kansas 67734 
patz@st-tel.net 

For submission or 
sponsorship information, 
please contact:  
 
 Julie Watson 
 10017 W 52nd St 
 Shawnee, KS 66203 
 Julie@JewelsofTravel.com
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Would you like your own simple, easy to use webpage? 
 

You can get one through KMTA! 
 

One time fee $60 
 

Contact Natalie Wickham at 
Natalie@Nataliespianostudio.com for more information. 
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KMTA is pleased to offer two awards for presentation each year. One for outstanding 
teacher and the other for outstanding service. Nominations are forwarded and then a vote 

is taken to select the recipient for each award. For 2011 we are happy to honor the 
following people: 

����������	
���
����
��������
����

Jennifer is an innovative, creative and inspirational teacher who is passionate about 

teaching students of all abilities and learning styles.  Her desire is to foster a love of music in 
all her students and she has developed materials and curriculum to this end.� � In spite of her 
youth, Jennifer Fink has a wealth of knowledge and experience to share with her students and 
other teachers.  She is also an active blogger at jenspianostudio.wordpress.com, where she 
shares game ideas, printable worksheets, thoughts on teaching, ideas for group activities, and 
much more.   

Jennifer is passionate about reaching students of all abilities and learning styles.  She 
has a “no child left behind” philosophy.  She works with many students with “non-traditional” 

needs such as students who struggle with reading, students who are 
very active learners (ADHD or very high-energy), and some 
officially diagnosed with special needs.  She believes that there is no 
such thing as a student who just isn’t cut out for piano and that with 
the right experiences and right teaching style, every student can be 
successful!  Out of this desire to reach every child, Jennifer has 
created numerous innovative activities for her students, including 
games, worksheets, manipulative activities, and more.  She engages 
a “hands on” approach, spending time away from the bench – 

physically modeling pitch patterns and rhythms, learning theory through manipulative games, 
gradually working students back to the printed page.   

Jennifer believes in fostering a love of music in her students, and encouraging students 
to enjoy music for its own sake.  Her students perform often, in community music events such 
as Multi-Piano, the Holiday program, performances at local nursing homes, and the “Best of 
Olathe” Honors Recital, as well as performances as school and church events.   

Jennifer has been an enormous asset to the Kansas City Music Teachers Association, 
and has used her innovative ideas and problem-solving skills to enhance our popular Multi-
Piano programs.  She has incorporated the use of multi-media into the programs, enhancing 
the student’s appreciation and imagination of the music, as well as entertaining the audience 
between performances.  She is a very hard-worker who is amazingly resourceful in the midst 
of challenges and obstacles. Jennifer has recently begun sharing her ideas and creations in a 
workshop format, presenting a highly successful workshop for the Kansas City Federated 
Music Teachers.  

 Jennifer is truly an Outstanding Teacher. Her creativity, willingness to share her 
talents and her dedication to her students are an inspiration to all. Congratulations!! 

 



8  www.ksmta.org 

����������	
�����
��
�����
������

Julie is a reliable, hard-working member of KCMTA who always has something to 

contribute to our organization.  Julie has taken on some of the most challenging positions in 
our organization, including VP of Multi-Piano and VP – Concerto 
Competition.  For Multi-Piano, Julie organized two concerts and a full 
day of rehearsal for approximately 500 students.  This includes 
obtaining the venue, obtaining the pianos, organizing the tuning of the 
pianos, choosing the repertoire and theme for the concerts, scheduling 
the rehearsals, obtaining the conductor, and so much more.  Julie also 
took the position of VP – Concerto Competition even though 
KCMTA was without an orchestra or a venue to work with at the 
time.  Due to Julie’s hard work, perseverance, and networking skills, 
KCMTA now has a partnership with the Heritage Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and it has grown to be a joint competition for piano and 
other instruments.   

Julie currently serves as editor of the KMTA Update, a position which requires 
organization, time commitment, and computer and editorial skills. 

Julie is passionate about music, and is very active in the community, singing in various 
choirs as well as accompanying middle and high school choirs, and playing in voice recitals.  
In addition, she holds offices in several other music organizations. 

Thank you, Julie, for your many years of service and dedication to your local and state 
associations. Congratulations!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

EACH ONE REACH ONE 
MTNA 2011–2012 MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN  

EACH ONE ����  Every member…that means YOU! 

REACH ����  Share your excitement about MTNA! 

ONE ����  Work to recruit one new member this year! 

·  Think of one person you know who would benefit 
from MTNA membership and reach out to that 
person. 

·  Spread the word about the campaign in your local and state associations, so each 
one in our membership will reach one prospective member. 

·  For new members, joining is as easy as visiting www.mtna.org and signing up. 

Working together, we can introduce many more 
music teachers to the benefits of MTNA membership! 
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KMTA Association Grants 

 Thank you to all seven Local Associations who received grant monies and promptly 
returned their grant reports. There were Piano Clinics, Multi-Keyboard and Ensemble Events, 
Master Classes and Workshops plus an Adopt-a-Composer Project. One hundred Kansas 
teachers and 859 students were involved across the state.  Thanks to the hard work of many 
volunteers. 

 At the KMTA board meeting, held before our Emporia conference, (and despite the loss of 
the Kansas Arts Commission’s funding), it was voted on to allow $2000 to be available for the 
2011-12 school year for the KMTA Association Grants. This is for Local Associations and 
Students Chapters, and your association is invited to apply. This grant assists our local 
associations and student chapters in sponsoring activities and events that might be beyond the 
limits of the average association budget.   

Presidents, please follow these simple guidelines:� 

·  Submit the KMTA Association Grant application form to Cheryl Metcalf, 312 N. Elk, 
Oberlin, KS 67749,  included in this addition of the KMTA Update or at the KMTA 
website by August 31 deadline. 

·  Assist the Local Associations chairperson by providing a written mini-description for 
the winter KMTA Update (done in November) 

·  Return the KMTA Association Grant 
report form, also found in the Update, 
within 30 days of completion of the 
project. 

 
Remember that eligibility for a grant is based 
on 100% MTNA-affiliation of all members in 
your association.   

 
Cheryl Metcalf 
Local Association Chair 
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KMTA – Capitol Federal Honors Auditions 
The Honors Auditions were created to allow any student to participate. Music students of 
any age, level and experience are eligible to participate. Even though the event is a 
competition, the Honors Auditions are specifically designed to be a positive learning 
experience for all students who enter them. 
 
2011 Information 
Pre-College - November 5, 2011 
Collegiate - November 6, 2011 
Emporia State University, Emporia, KS 
 

KMTA competitions are available for pre-
college piano, strings and piano duet and 
collegiate piano. 

KMTA Piano Duet Competition 
�
Grades and time limits:  

Grades 1-3    8 minutes 
Grades 4-6    8 minutes 
Grades 7-9    10 minutes 
Grades 10-12   10 minutes 

�
·  Students are required to perform 2 

compositions in contrasting styles or 
periods by 2 different composers. 

·  Any work written for a duet team is allowed. 
·  Transcriptions are allowed. 
·  Piano concerti are not allowed in the 

auditions. 
·  Memorization is not required. 
·  Repertoire must remain the same from 

district to State. 

·  Students need not be from the same studio. 
·  The oldest student determines the grade 

the duet team will enroll. 
·  Students in the piano duet competition can 

also enter the solo performance plans. 
·  There will not be a state competition unless 

there is a minimum of three duet teams in 
the grade group. 

�
Teachers are required to help with the auditions. A few hours working as a door monitor, check-in 
and recording is needed. There is a place on Form B (Teacher Application for State Honors 
Auditions) to list the time you would be available on November 5 to help out. District Auditions 
need help too. On Form A (District Auditions Enrollment Application) there is a place to indicate 
when you would be available to help for that as well. 
 
Encourage your students to participate! Teachers can enroll students with enrollment Form A.   
Payment must be mailed along with the enrollment form. Please be in touch with me if you have 
any questions and I look forward to seeing you in Emporia! 
 
MTNA Competitions: 
All details for the MTNA Junior, Senior, Young Artist and Collegiate Chamber Music Performance 
Competitions, and Student Composition Competition are found in the April/May 2011 American 
Music Teacher or online at mtna.org. 
 
For more information, contact David Tauscher at DavidTauscher@ksmta.net. 
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2011 Fall Auditions Schedule 
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Music Progressions 
 

Student participation in Music Progressions has been dwindling for the past three years, as 
you can see, although teacher-participation has increased slightly.    

 In 2009 there were 74 teachers and 518 students. 
 In 2010 there were 84 teachers and 504 students. 
 In 2011 there were 77 teachers and 472 students. 

I’m hoping the increasing number of teachers will mean eventual growth of student 
numbers in the coming years.  And I do have a plan for helping that growth, if I can get 
time to work on it this year.  You’ll be the first to know! 
 
When the final corrections for Sets 1 & 2 were completed, I made some slight format 
changes, as had been requested by several chapters. For example, the rhythm and pulse 
and the sight-playing sections will be scored as “Reading Skills” separate from the rest of 
the Functional skills’ scores.  
 
All of the Kansas chapters now have a set of newly corrected materials.  CDs with the 
changes will be sent to Washington and North Idaho.  Washington purchased the rights to 
the Sight-playing materials for Set 1, so those have been sent 
 
Newly recorded Set 1 and Set 2 Listening CDs were completed and sent to all Kansas 
chapters, as well as to Washington recorded and sent to and North Idaho.  They, however, 
had some sound issues, so they’ll be re-mixed or re-recorded and distributed by fall. 
 
Certificates for 2012 & 2013 have been created, and all pertinent Music Progressions files 
have been uploaded onto a flashdrive for passing to the next Music Progressions Chair.  
The next chair will only have to send the dates of the chapter Progressions to the Update 
editor, and send out certificates as requested.  All other jobs will have been completed 
when the new Music Progressions Chair is ready to take office.   
 
Please consider saying 
yes if you are asked to 
take this position!!  
Music Progressions is 
such a powerful tool for 
musical development in 
our students, and it can 
have great potential in 
attracting new teachers 
to our profession! 
 
Sally Buxton, NCTM 
KMTA Music 
Progressions Chair 
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MTNA Nationally Certified Teachers of Music 
Susan Akin 
Deborah Alexander 
Kristi Baker 
Mara Balke 
DeeAnn Brown 
Julie Brown 
Sally Buxton 
Sylvia Coats 
Jean Ann Confer 
Paige Cress 
Sheila Dacus 
Patricia Dixon 
Nata Dolnik 
LeRoy DuBois 
Marles Smith Dudley 
Karole Erikson 
Melissa Falkner 

Judith Fear 
Linda Featherston 
Jennifer Fink 
Jacqueline Gilpin 
Celia Goering 
Elizabeth Mueller 
Grace 
Steven Gustafson 
Carol Hadduck 
Marlene Hallstrom 
Karen Halverhout 
Linda Hamilton 
Nancy Hampton 
Lucille Hand 
Enid Hickman 
Brett Janssen 
Carol Klingenberg 

Jessica Koebbe 
Sharon Kriss 
Donna LaBach 
Trilla Lyerla 
Judith Macha 
Peg Mahoney 
Ezma Maust 
Karen McClellan 
Millie Mehnert 
Judy Plagge 
Carole Pracht 
Mark Pretzel 
Michal Rector 
Paul Reed 
Tatyana Rubchinsky 
Karen Schlabaugh 
Connie Schneweis 

Timothy Shook 
Jill Slayden 
Annetta Smith 
Betty Smith 
Scott Smith 
Melody Stroth 
Lisa Studtmann 
Patricia Thompson 
Sonia Tsai 
Joyce Unger 
Laura Vollen 
Joan Wellman 
Natalie Wickham 
Christy Williams 
Pei-In Yang 
Ying-Yu Yeh 
Marge Zarnowski 
Pat Ziegelmeier 

KMTA Continuing  Ed 
Romona Adams 
Margaret Dietz  

Carol Dodderidge Carol Kliewer Laurel Tiger

 

KMTA Power of One Honorees 
Dr. Gordon Terwilliger 
Frances A.Wallingford 
Nelle O. Taylor 
Dr. Robert Steinbauer 
Mary Ann Saulmon 
Marjorie Cogswell 
Marguerite Miller 
Verda Jones Billips Pfeifer 
Ida Dafee Hardy 
Nell Hoyle 
Betty Watt 
Nell Taylor 
Esther Wessel Farmer 
Naomi Bauer 
Sister Susanna Collister 
Jo Stimson 
Joan Wellman 
Elaine Duncan 
Judy Plagge 
Pat Ziegelmeier 

Lesta Anderson 
Della Cranmer 
Dee Ann Brown 
Rosamund Nyman 
Jeanette Waters 
Virginia Downing 
Lois Moon 
Mary Hanson 
Mildred Finfrock 
Dora Zemp 
Robyn Gibson 
Naegeli Metcalf 
Linda Stogner 
Jana Magrath 
Margaret Gillespie Vogel 
Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Fischer 
Ruth Lighter 
Mary Ann Hanschu 
Sharon Kriss 
Jan Shumway 

Mary Jo Kurtz 
Sharon Montgomery 
Bernice Schoneweis 
Dr. Carole Ross 
John Huber 
Dr. Jack Winerock 
Betty Werner 
Kathy Judd 
Judith Fear 
David Tauscher 
Sylvia Coats 
Linda Featherston 
Nancy Blockcolsky 
Marles Dudley 
Mara Balke 
Melody Stroth 
Jennifer Fink 
Julie Watson 
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MINUTES OF THE KANSAS MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
SPRING BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, June 9, 2011 
Beach Hall Music Building 
Emporia State University 

 
Those present:  Paige Cress, Julie Watson, Natalie Wickham, Lisa McCluer, David Tauscher, Lori 
Supinie, Betty Todd Smith, Sally Buxton, Marlene Hallstrom, Leona Dickman, Nancy 
Blockcolsky, Melinda Groves, Trilla Lyerla, Cheryl Metcalf, Pat Ziegelmeier 
 
President Nancy Blockcolsky called the meeting of the executive and advisory board to order at 
7:10 p.m., and board members introduced themselves. 
 
The minutes from the fall board meeting were approved as printed in the winter issue of the 
Update.  After Pat Ziegelmeier, executive secretary, presented the financial reports, Sally Buxton 
moved that they be accepted.   David Tauscher seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
In her president’s report, Nancy mentioned that our student chapters in KMTA are a concern.  We 
need to find ways for them to connect across the state.   
 
In other board reports, Melinda Groves welcomed us to ESU and highlighted conference activities.  
David Tauscher reported on last year’s fall and state auditions and said this year promises to be 
another good year.  All information is on the KMTA website.  Sally Buxton shared the results 
from the various sites that held Music Progressions this spring. 
 
Trill Lyerla emphasized the “Each One Reach One” campaign in our membership drive this year.  
She also announced that the Kansas Citizens for the Arts will be meeting in Lawrence on June 16 
to discuss direction for the arts in the state since we no longer have support from the Kansas Arts 
Commission.  Natalie Wickham will get an email message out to the KMTA membership about 
the meeting. 
 
Betty Todd Smith has updated our website on the Power of One.  Lori Supinie reported on 
Senseney’s help in facilitating clinician Bradley Sowash at KMEA and also Melody Bober here at 
the spring conference.    
 
In local association reports, it was mentioned that MAMTA returned their local association grant 
of $100 because they weren’t able to hold their event as planned. 
 
In new business, David Tauscher moved that prize money from the grant we receive from Capitol-
Federal be awarded only to those students who actually compete in the state auditions.  Students 
who are selected to go on to West Central Division but have no competition at state will not be 
eligible for prize money.  Melinda Groves seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
After a discussion on fees for fall auditions, Trilla Lyerla moved that enrollment fees be raised to 
$20 for the district auditions and $20 for the state auditions.  Julie Watson seconded the motion, 
and it carried. 
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With rising costs, mileage has become a big expense for KMTA activities.  After much discussion, 
Trilla Lyerla moved that instead of paying the IRS rate (approximately $.50 per mile this year) we 
will pay only $.25 per mile.  Cheryl Metcalf seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
Julie Watson presented a plan to the board for transitioning the Update only to the website instead 
of printing hard copies for all the membership.  She mentioned the possibility of sending it to 
email addresses.  After discussion, Trilla Lyerla moved that in the future the KMTA Update will 
be published electronically except for those who don’t have access to the technology for internet 
or email.  Julie Watson seconded the motion, and it carried.  Julie would like the information for 
the summer Update submitted to her by next week. 
 
Cheryl Metcalf brought up concerns about the local association grants for next year.  Trilla Lyerla 
moved that for 2011-12 local association grants be limited to a maximum total of $2,000.  Julie 
Watson seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 
After a discussion on conference, Trilla Lyerla graciously issued a formal invitation for KMTA to 
hold their 2012 spring conference on the second weekend of June at Baker University.  Details 
will be worked out later. 
 
Sally Buxton moved that we adjourn the meeting, and Paige Cress seconded the motion. 
 
Pat Ziegelmeier 
Exec. Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 
 

Degree programs: BA, BM, BME, MM, Music Minor 
 

Music Scholarship Audition Days 
Saturday, February 11, 2012 
Saturday, March 10, 2012 

Also by appointment 
 

Keyboard Faculty 
Slawomir Dobrzanski, Keyboard Division Chair, 

Piano 
Virginia Houser, Piano and Piano Pedagogy 

David Pickering, Organ and Piano 
Amanda Arrington, Staff Accompanist 

 
www.k-state.edu/music/keyboard.htm 

E-mail: slawomir@k-state.edu  
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5504 W 131st 
Overland Park, KS 66209 
913-385-3321 
DavidTauscher@aol.com 
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Linda Featherston. NCTM 
11007 W 100th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66214 
913-599-1586 
featherston@everestkc.net 
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Vacant 
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Trilla Lyerla 
P.O. Box 214 
Baldwin City, KS 66006 
785-594-2914 
tlyerla@bakeru.edu 
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Mara Balke 
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913-648-0326 
marajamie@yahoo.com 
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Vacant 
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Melinda Groves 
Dept. of Music, Box 4029 
Emporia State University 
Emporia, KS 66801 
620-341-5429 
mgroves@emporia.edu 
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Irena Ravitskaya 
FSHU Dept of Music 
600 Park St 
Hayes, KS 67601 
785-628-5362 
iaravitskaya@fhsu.edu 
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Rebecca Dudrey 
1900 Harrison 
Great Bend, KS 67530 
620-793-5603 
momdudrey@yahoo.com 
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Paige Cress, NCTM 
3902 N. Lakecrest 
Wichita, KS 67205-5230 
316-773-4830 
paigecress@att.net 
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Betty Todd Smith 
19065 W 115th Terr. 
Olathe, KS 66061 
913-492-0083 
bsmithmusicstudio@gmail.
com 
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Karen McClellan, NCTM 
14437 Summertree 
Olathe, KS 66062 
913-764-3102 
kmcclell@mnu.edu 
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����������	������,���� ��	
)����	�����������	�����  
Shiao-Li Ding 
Department of Music 
Washburn University 
Topeka, KS 66621-001 
785-231-1010 ext. 1517 
shiao-
li.ding@washburn.edu 
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Dan Masterson 
Bethany College 
421 N 1st St. 
Lindsborg, KS 67456 
785-227-3311 ext. 8139 (w) 
masterson@bethanylb.edu 
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Kerry Woodward 
4157 Danbury 
Wichita, KS 67220 
316-744-7171 
gkkjwoody@cox.net 
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Cheryl Metcalf 
310 W. Hall 
Oberlin, KS 67749 
785-475-2610 
scmetcalf@hotmail.com 
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Julie Watson 
10017 W 52nd St. 
Merriam, KS 66203 
913-908-2386 
Julie@jewelsoftravel.com 
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Pat Ziegelmeier 
2154 County Rd. 27 
Gem, KS 67734 
785-462-7808 (h) 
785-460-5518 (w) 
patz@st-tel.net 
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Vacant 
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Reena Berger 
Pittsburg State University 
Music Department 
1701 South Broadway 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 
620-719-6226 
reenarb@yahoo.com 
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Slawomir Dobrzanski 
KSU Dept. of Music 
109 McCain Auditorium 
Manhattan, KS 66506 
785-532-3811 (w) 
Slawomir@ksu.edu 
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Timothy Shook 
Southwestern College 
Dept. of Performing Arts 
100 College Street 
Winfield, KS 67156 
620-229-6270 (w) 
316-651-0177 (h) 
Timothy.Shook@sckans.edu 
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Shirley Wiebe 
5618 Coe Court 
Wichita, KS  67208 
316-688-5209 
pianogal@rocketmail.com 
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Natalie Wickham 
1101 N Briarwood Rd 
Derby, KS 67037 
316-207-3134 
natalie@nataliespianostudi
o.com 
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Lori Supinie 
c/o Senseney Music 
2300 E Lincoln 
Wichita, KS 67211 
316-262-1487 
lori@senseneymusic.com 
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Virginia Houser 
KSU Dept. of Music 
109 McCain Auditorium 
Manhattan, KS 66506 
785-776-9517 
vhouser@ksu.edu
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Please help us by giving us your email so that 
future issues can be electronic! He hope to be 

completely electronic by Summer 2012 
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