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Greetings from the MidAmerica Nazarene University community.  It 

is a distinct honor for us to host the Bi-State Conference of the 

Kansas Music Teachers Association and the Missouri Music Teachers 

Association at Bell Cultural Events Center on our campus.  We have 

been anticipating your arrival. 

 

Music as an academic discipline and co-curricular activity has been 

an essential part of the MNU experience since our inception in 1968.  

We are proud of our heritage in preparing strong music educators and 

musicians who share your associationsô purpose of helping students 

experience the joy of music.  We value our international reputation 

for quality choral and instrument ensembles, especially Heritage 

Choir and the MNU Jazz Band. 

 

Bell Center, opened in 2007, is a premier performance and academic 

facility.  Mabee Performing Arts Hallôs intimate feel, acoustical 

precision and visual beauty make the fine arts experience as a 

performer or patron memorable.  The Bell Center has hosted 

internationally acclaimed groups such as New Orleans Preservation 

Hall Jazz Band, Kansas City Symphony Chamber Orchestra, Fountain 

City Brass Band, and Kyiv Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, as well 

as regional concerts, recitals, and dramatic productions by 

professional, student, and community artists. 

 

I am confident you will enjoy the conference, the campus, and the 

Bell Center.  We hope your experience will be such that you will 

want to come back.  If there is anything we can do to make your visit 

even better, please donôt hesitate to ask.  We are here to serve you! 

 

GRACE and PEACE, 

 

 





The Petrella Ensemble 
Thursday at 7:30p 

Diane Helfers Petrella, piano 
Nick Petrella, percussion 

 
Musica Per Due (2001)   Joseph Koykkar 
 

Lead  (2003) Dave Hollinden 
Platinum (2001) 

 

Intermission 
 

Genesis   (2008)  Dana Wilson 
I.  Out of the primordial soup 
     Interlude 
II. Into the light 

 

*The Spell (2009) Aleksandra Vrebalov  
 

aŀǘǊŜΩǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ (1991) John Psathas 
 *World Premiere 



Session Descriptions 
 
Fostering a Love of Music Fri, 9a 

Presenters: Nancy and Randall Faber 

This session shares theory/video of early-level teaching, with an 
eye toward more important aspects of our teaching mission. 
 

Business Strategies for Independent Music Studios Fri, 10a 

Presenters: Erika and Evan Kinser 

How many private music teachers have a business plan? How 
many have a business savings? What about marketing private 
music studios? Based upon our national research, the numbers 
are astonishingébut to which side? This session will offer unique 
insights on how to enhance, organize, and focus the business 
aspects of independent music studios. Designing a business plan 
and executing marketing strategies will be two of the featured 
highlights. 
 

Piano Innovations in the Computer Age: Highlights from 1980-2010 

Presenter: Nathanael May Fri, 10a 

In a world of increasing digital sophistication, the piano has 
managed not only to survive, but to thrive as new technology 
continues to provide expanding platforms for performance. Early 
fears of electronic keyboards phasing out the need for acoustic, 
real pianos have largely disappeared. Instead, modern technology 
has enabled composers to utilize electronics with real-time 
response, designing programs that allow for live interaction 
between performers and computers. This presentation will 
examine repertoire from the culmination of the ñtapeò era in the 
early 1980s, to present day pairings of piano with electronics, 
including all the newest iPhone apps! 
 

Preparing Student Winners Fri, 11:15a 

Presenter: Jack Winerock 

This workshop will focus on assisting students who wish to 
participate in competitions. We will discuss deciding which 
competitions to enter, choosing repertoire, motivation, preparation, 
organization, and dealing with ñwinning and losingò. Teachers are 
encouraged to bring questions. 
 





Session Descriptions 
 

The Collaborative Pianist: Singsational Scenarios Fri, 11:15a 

Presenters: Dr. Marika Kyriakos, Soprano, and Dr. Lauren Schack 

Clark, Piano. 

This workshop will explore essential knowledge and provide tips, 
both musical and practical, for collaborative pianists who work with 
vocalists. Performances of music by Mozart, Donizetti, Schubert, 
Ravel, Strauss, Barber, and others provide practical examples. 
Items discussed and demonstrated include: Worst Case 
Scenarios, Collaborative Guidelines for pianists working with 
collegiate singers, Obligations of the Singer, Playing for 
Interviews, Training the Young Pianist for Collaborative 
Performance, Recitative, Voicing for Pianists, Coaching the 
Singer: 5 Basic Rules, Foreign Languages: ñTo breathe or not to 
breathe?,ò and Rehearsal Techniques. 
 

How to Design a Practice Incentive that Will Motivate Your 

Students All Year Long! Fri, 3:15p 

Presenter: Natalie Wickham, 

NCTM  

In this workshop that is 
chock-full of practical ideas, 
Natalie Wickham, NCTM, will 
walk you through the process 
of developing a practice 
incentive that will capture the 
enthusiasm of your whole 
studio. Youôll discover the 
four components of a good 
practice incentive, learn the 
secret of making lesson plans 
that last for the whole year, 
find out how to turn any 
assignment or concept into 
an exciting game, and get to 
see lots of real life examples 
that have been a hit with 
students of all ages! 
 



Session Descriptions 
 

Beyond Scales and Hanon Sat, 11:15a 

Presenter: Elizabeth Mueller Grace 

As teachers, we are comfortable preparing our students to 
technically handle the early classical literature using scales and 
Hanon. How do we best prepare students to move beyond 
Sonatinas and the early Baroque dances into the works of Chopin, 
Schumann and others? This workshop will explore the ins and 
outs of chord and octave playing with practical suggestions given 
to solve the technical difficulties of advanced literature with 
comfort, ease and accuracy. A time frame for the introduction of 
key elements will be presented, with special emphasis given to 
breaking down complex technical movements into an organized 
pedagogical approach. 
 

Iôve Got Rhy-thm, Iôve Got Phra-singéWho could ask for anything 

more?! Fri, 3:15p 

Presenters: Nick and Diane Petrella 

This workshop will provide creative ideas on how to teach the 
concept of phrasing. The paradigm that phrasing is instinctual or 
imitative needs to be shifted to one that can be learned through 
the understanding of musical context, rhythm and structure. Using 
the medium of indefinite-pitched percussion, we will strip music of 
its melodic and harmonic content to its most basic elements of 
rhythm, meter, direction and emphases.  We will demonstrate how 
to teach students to rely on rhythmic placement and meter when 
making musical decisions, specifically those related to phrasing 
and direction. The pedagogical aspect of this presentation will 
include demonstrations of famous melodies performed on 
indefinite pitched instruments, with ensuing discussion of how 
rhythm alone can guide phrasing. These examples will culminate 
with performances using both pitch & rhythm, incorporating the 
phrasing achieved through rhythm alone. 
 
Motivational Stages in Talent Development Sat, 9a 

Presenter: Randall Faber 

Dr. Faber describes the dynamics of intrinsic motivation at 
different stages of music study. He explains his Facilitative Factors 
Model and the implications for music teaching.



 
 

 


